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 S21/1219 – Grantham College, Stonebridge Road, Grantham, NG31 9AP  



 

 
 

1 Description of Site 
 

1.1 The application site is the main Grantham College campus situated in a prominent position 

approximately 0.4 miles east of Grantham town centre.  The site main vehicular is access 

from Stonebridge Road to the south, the River Witham borders the site to the west and 

Kesteven and Grantham Girls Schools is situated to the east (which includes a Grade II 

Listed Building).  There is a change of levels through the site and the site slopes upwards 

when travelling along Stonebridge Road from the River Witham.   

 

1.2 The entire site is approximately 33,000 sq m in size and comprises various types of built 

form, including a four-storey teaching building, as well as smaller two and one storey 

structures. The buildings that are the subject of this application - the engineering and link 

block are one and two storeys respectively and are located centrally within the campus 

and are largely screened by other buildings within the site and by trees.  There are a large 

number of mature trees, which are subject to tree preservation orders, located within the 

site.  The site is also situated within the designated Grantham Conservation Area. 

 

2 Description of Proposal 
 

2.1 This is an application for refurbishment works to two of the college blocks including: 

 

i. Door and windows/curtain wall replacement and roof fabric upgrade to the link block 

ii. Door and window/curtain wall replacement to the engineering block 

iii. Minor internal remodelling is also proposed 

 

2.2 No increase in gross floor space is proposed. It is proposed that the existing self-ballasted 

PV array will be reinstated to the link block roof after the roof fabric has been replaced.  

The existing glazing is to be replaced with a double-glazed alternative product and so the 

quantity and amount of glazing remains unchanged.  No new areas of glazing are being 

introduced and no new external door openings are being created. 

 

3 Relevant History 
 

3.1 No relevant planning history to this application. Previous planning history on site includes 

works to TPO protected trees, siting of porta cabin classrooms and installation of solar 

panels.  

 

4 Policy Considerations 
 

4.1 SKDC Local Plan 2011 - 2036 

Policy SD1 – The Principles of Sustainable Development 

Policy EN6 – The Historic Environment 

Policy DE1 – Promoting Good Quality Design 

Policy SB1 – Sustainable Building 

 

4.2 National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 

Section 2 – Achieving Sustainable Development 

Section 12 - Achieving well-designed places 



 

 
 

Section 16 – Conserving and Enhancing the historic Environment 

 

 

5 Representations Received 
 

5.1 Principle Conservation Officer (SKDC) 

5.1.1 There are no objections to the proposal as they are not considered to remove historic 

fabric of significance and the refurbishments are considered to contribute to the integrity of 

the buildings in question. 

 

5.2 LCC Highways & SuDS  

5.2.1 No objections. The proposal is for fabric refurbishments of existing buildings and it does 

not have an impact on the Public Highway or Surface Water Flood Risk. 

 

6 Representations as a Result of Publicity 
 

6.1 This application has been advertised in accordance with the Council's Statement of 

Community Involvement and no letters of representation have been received.  

 

7 Evaluation 
 

7.1 Principle of Development 

 

7.1.1 The application site is the main Grantham College campus, which is located just outside of 

the town centre and is considered a sustainable location. The proposal is for 

refurbishments to two of the existing buildings within the site which primarily include the 

replacement of windows and doors and replacing the roof covering of the link building. 

Therefore, the proposal would not result in any substantial development, with no additional 

built form to the existing site, and the use of the site as a college would not be altered.  

 

7.1.2 As such, it is considered to be acceptable in principle and in accordance with Policy SD1 

(Presumption in Favour of Sustainable Development) of the adopted Local Plan subject to 

assessment against site specific criteria. These include the impact of the proposal on the 

character or appearance of the area, impact on the residential amenities of neighbouring 

occupiers and impacts on heritage assets, which are discussed in turn as follows. 

 

7.2 Impact on the Character of the Area 

 

7.2.1 Policy DE1 (Promoting Good Quality Design) of the Local Plan states (amongst other 

criteria) that to ensure high quality design is achieved throughout the district, all 

development proposals will be expected to make a positive contribution to local 

distinctiveness vernacular and character of the area. Proposals should reinforce local 

identity and not have an adverse impact on the street scene, settlement pattern or the 

landscape / townscape character of the surrounding area. Proposals should be of an 

appropriate scale, density, massing, height, and material, given the context of the area.  

 



 

 
 

7.2.2 Part 12 of the NPPF (Achieving well-designed places) states that good design is a key 

aspect of sustainable development and new development should be visually attractive as 

a result of good architecture and appropriate landscaping. 

 

7.2.3 The Local Planning Authority is required to ensure that special regard to preserving the 

Listed Buildings and their settings in relation to Section 66 of the Planning (Listed 

Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 (the 'Act'). No harm should be caused with 

the historical assets and their surroundings requiring to be preserved or enhanced.  

 

7.2.4 The Local Planning Authority is required to ensure that with respect to any buildings or 

other land in a conservation area, special attention shall be paid to the desirability of 

preserving or enhancing the character or appearance of that area, through the Planning 

(Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 at Section 72. 

 

7.2.5 Furthermore, the importance of considering the impact of development on the significance 

of designated heritage assets is expressed in the National Planning Policy Framework 

(NPPF). The NPPF advises that development and alterations to designated assets and 

their settings can cause harm. These policies ensure the protection and enhancement of 

the historic buildings and environments. Proposals that preserve those elements of the 

setting that make a positive contribution to or better reveal the significance should be 

treated favourably.  

 

7.2.6 Policy EN6 (The Historic Environment) states amongst other criteria that the Council will 

seek to protect and enhance heritage assets and their settings, in keeping with the policies 

in the National Planning Policy Framework. Proposals will be expected to take into 

account the Conservation Area Appraisals, where these have been adopted by the 

Council. 

 

7.2.7 The Grantham College main campus is located on land to the north of Stonebridge Road 

and comprises a number of separate buildings across the site, the largest of which is a 4-

storey teaching block.  To the west the site borders the River Witham and to the east is 

the Kesteven and Grantham Girls School.  The college campus buildings are set back 

some distance from the Stonebridge Road frontage and a number of trees on the site help 

to screen the buildings. Car parking spaces are scattered throughout the site; however, 

the main car park is to the front, eastern side. Levels within the site vary and the site 

slopes upwards from the River Witham, along Stonebridge Road towards the boundary 

with the girl's school. 

 

7.2.8 The two buildings that are the subject of this application are positioned centrally within the 

campus and are not the most prominent buildings within the site. Firstly, the 'link building', 

which is a flat roofed two storey building and provides classrooms and computer lab, 

whilst connecting the colleges main block with Elsham House. The building is a concrete 

frame, with large spans of windows, and PV solar panels on the roof. Secondly, the 

engineering block, a predominantly single storey building with some lower ground floor  

space to the north, where the site slopes downwards.  This block is constructed in 

brickwork with a long spanning curtain of windows and has a shallow pitched roof. 

 



 

 
 

7.2.9 The works include the replacement of existing window and door openings in both buildings 

with more up-to-date and energy efficient glazing.  The replacement roof covering to the 

link building is also considered to be appropriate and would not significantly impact on the 

overall appearance of the building.  No increase in gross floor space is proposed. It is 

proposed that the existing self-ballasted PV array will be reinstated to the link block roof 

after the roof fabric has been replaced.  No new areas of glazing are being introduced and 

no new external door openings are being created.  

 

7.2.10 The Principal Conservation Officer was consulted due to the fact that the campus is 

situated within the Grantham Conservation Area.  No objections have been raised to the 

proposal as the works do not include the removal of any historic fabric of significance (the 

buildings are not Listed) and the refurbishments are considered to contribute to the 

integrity of the buildings in question.    
 

7.2.11 The glazing and re-roofing are appropriate for this style and age of building and is not 

considered to have a detrimental impact on the character and appearance of the area.  

Overall, it is considered that the alterations would improve the amenity of the buildings for 

the occupants as well as the integrity and appearance of both buildings given that some 

existing openings are in a poor state of repair, appear dated, are not energy efficient and 

the fact that the buildings are largely only visible from inside the confines of the site. 

 

7.2.12 It is considered that the proposed works would not cause harm to the setting of the nearby 

listed building or surrounding or the Conservation Area and is in accordance with the 

NPPF Sections 12, NPPF Section 16 and Policies DE1 and EN6 of South Kesteven Local 

Plan. 

 

7.3 Impact on Residential Amenity 

 

7.3.1 Policy DE1 (Promoting Good Quality Design) of the adopted Local Plan states (amongst 

other criteria) that all development proposals will be expected to ensure there is no adverse 

impact on the amenity of neighbouring users in terms of noise, light pollution, loss of privacy 

and loss of light and provide sufficient private amenity space, suitable to the type and 

amount of development proposed.   

 

7.3.2 Paragraph 130 of the NPPF states that developments should create places that are safe, 

inclusive, and accessible and which promote health and well-being, with a high standard of 

amenity for existing and future users; and where crime and disorder, and the fear of crime, 

do not undermine the quality of life or community cohesion and resilience. 

 

7.3.3 The proposed works are to replace existing openings within two existing college buildings, 

situated within the confines of the college campus.  No additional openings are proposed 

and there would be no increase to the existing gross floor area.  The replacement roof does 

not involve any increase in height and existing PV solar panels are to be reinstalled.  It is 

therefore considered that the proposal would not result in any detrimental impact the 

residential amenities of adjacent occupiers, in accordance with the NPPF Section 12, and 

Policy DE1 of the Local Plan. 

 

8 Crime and Disorder 



 

 
 

 

8.1 It is considered that the proposal would not result in any significant crime and disorder 

implications. Lincolnshire Police have been consulted and have no objections to the 

proposal.  

 

9 Human Rights Implications 
 

9.1 Articles 6 (Rights to fair decision making) and Article 8 (Right to private family life and home) 

of the Human Rights Act have been taken into account in making this recommendation. It is 

considered that no relevant Article of that act will be breached. 

 

10 Conclusion 
 

10.1 Having regard to the scale, design, and pattern of development within the immediate area, 

it is considered that the works would not lead to any significant adverse impact on the 

character of the area, setting of the surrounding Conservation Area and would also not 

lead to a significant impact on the amenities of neighbours. The development would 

improve the appearance of the buildings and would be in accordance with relevant 

provisions of the Local Plan Policies DE1, SD1 and EN6 and Sections 12 and 16 of the 

NPPF. Accordingly, it is recommended that permission be granted, subject to conditions. 

 

11 RECOMMENDATION:  
 

11.1 Approve the application subject to the conditions set out below  

 

Time Limit for Commencement 
 

1 The development hereby permitted shall be commenced before the expiration of 
three years from the date of this permission. 

  
Reason: In order that the development is commenced in a timely manner, as set out 
in Section 91 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended). 

 

Approved Plans 

 

2 The development hereby permitted shall be carried out in accordance with the 
following list of approved plans: 

  
   Drawing No.101-320 P001A Site Location Plan received 30 June 2021 

Drawing No.101-320 P002 Block Plan received 18 June 2021  
Drawing No.101-320 P0020 Proposed Basement Plan received 18 June 2021  
Drawing No.101-320 P0021 Proposed Ground Floor Plan received 18 June 2021 
Drawing No.101-320 P0022 Proposed First Floor Plan received 18 June 2021 
Drawing No.101-320 P0023 Proposed Roof Plan received 18 June 2021 
Drawing No.101-320 P0024 Proposed Roof Cross Sections received 18 June 2021 
Drawing No.101-320 P0025 Proposed Ground Floor RCP received 18 June 2021 
Drawing No.101-320 P0030 Proposed Link Block Elevations received 18 June 2021 
Drawing No.101-320 P0031 Proposed Engineering Block Elevations (colour) 
received 18 June 2021 



 

 
 

Drawing No.101-320 P0034 Proposed Window Schedule - Link Block received 18 
June 2021 
Drawing No.101-320 P0035 Proposed Window Schedule - Engineering Block 
received 18 June 2021 
Drawing No.101-320 P0036 Proposed Door Schedule 18 June 2021 

   
   Unless otherwise required by another condition of this permission. 
       
   Reason: To define the permission and for the avoidance of doubt. 
 

Before the Building is Occupied 
 

3 Before any part of the development hereby permitted is occupied/brought into use, 
the external elevations shall have been completed using only the materials stated in 
the planning application forms and plans unless otherwise agreed in writing by the 
Local Planning Authority. 

         
Reason: To ensure a satisfactory appearance to the development and in accordance 
with Policy DE1 of the adopted South Kesteven Local Plan. 
 

Standard Note(s) to Applicant: 

 
1) In reaching the decision the Council has worked with the applicant in a positive and 

proactive manner by determining the application without undue delay. As such it is 
considered that the decision is in accordance with paras 38 of the National Planning 
Policy Framework. 
 
 

Financial Implications reviewed by: Not applicable 

 

Legal Implications reviewed by: Not applicable 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Site Location Plan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Block Plan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 
 

Existing Roof Plan 

 

Proposed Roof Plan 

 

  



 

 
 

Existing Link Block Elevations 

 

Existing Engineering Block Elevation 

 



 

 
 

Proposed Link Block Elevations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Proposed Engineering Block Elevations 

 


